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Michigan jobless rate edges down in November 

 
LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate edged down by a 

tenth of a percentage point to 4.0 percent in November, according to data released today 

by the Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget. However, payroll jobs 

rebounded in November reflecting the return of workers impacted by the October strike in 

the auto industry.  

 

Michigan’s November jobless rate remained unchanged over the year. The U.S. jobless 

rate fell by two-tenths of a percentage point during this period. The state’s November 

jobless rate was half a percentage point above the national jobless rate of 3.5 percent.   

 

“The number of employed residents, and the count of payroll jobs in Michigan both rose in 

November,” said Jason Palmer, director of the Bureau of Labor Market Information and 

Strategic Initiatives. “Payroll jobs advanced by 25,000 in November, largely due to the end 

of the strike in the auto industry. The number of unemployed residents in the state also 

moved down over the month.”  

 

Monthly labor force trends and highlights 

• During November, Michigan’s total workforce level was little changed. The state’s labor 

force receded by 7,000 since August 2019.  

• The state’s total number of employed expanded by 52,000, or 1.1 percent, since 

November 2018, a percentage gain identical to the nation.  

• The number of Michigan unemployed was little changed over the year. In comparison, 

U.S. total unemployment fell by 3.4 percent since November 2018.  
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MICHIGAN 

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 November 

2018 

October 

2019 

November 

2019 

 

Change 

    Month Year 

Civilian Labor Force 4,902 4,957 4,956 -1 54 

Employment 4,707 4,755 4,759 4 52 

Unemployment 196 202 197 -5 1 

Rate (percent) 4.0 4.1 4.0 xxx xxx 

 

Detroit metropolitan area’s November jobless rate declines 

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA’s) seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate fell in November by two-tenths of a percentage point to 4.0 percent. 

Employment inched up by 2,000, while unemployment receded by 3,000, resulting in a 

minimal change in the size of the regional workforce.  

Over the year, the Detroit metro region jobless rate was also unchanged. Total 

employment advanced by 1.5 percent, and the number of unemployed edged up by 1.2 

percent. The Detroit labor force expanded by 1.5 percent since November 2018.  

 

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA 

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 November 

2018 

October 

2019 

November 

2019 

 

Change 

    Month Year 

Civilian Labor Force 2,132 2,164 2,163 -1 31 

Employment 2,046 2,074 2,076 2 30 

Unemployment 86 90 87 -3 1 

Rate (percent) 4.0 4.2 4.0 xxx xxx 

 

 

(more) 
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November payroll jobs rise following end of auto labor dispute 

Michigan’s monthly survey of employers indicated that November seasonally adjusted 

payroll jobs in the state advanced by 25,000 over the month to 4,447,000. This increase 

was mostly due to a substantial rebound in jobs in the state’s manufacturing industry. This 

reflected the end of the October strike in the auto sector, as well as recalls of workers on 

layoff due to the strike.  

Industry employment trends and highlights  

• In 2019, payroll jobs in Michigan advanced during six of the first eleven months.  

• Michigan payroll jobs edged up by 0.4 percent over the year, well below the national gain 

of 1.5 percent.  

• Jobs in the state’s transportation equipment manufacturing sector rose by 19,000 in 

November with the end of the October auto strike.  

• After two consecutive months of payroll employment declines, professional and business 

services recorded an increase in jobs over the month.  

• On a numerical basis, professional and business services had the second largest over-

the-month nonfarm job gain (+7,000). 

• After two months of employment advances, the state’s leisure and hospitality sector 

inched down by 2,000 over the month. Jobs in this sector were up by 9,000 over the year.  

 

 

 (more) 
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-END- 

    MICHIGAN

November October* November**

2018 2019 2019 MONTH YEAR

Total Nonfarm Payroll Jobs 4,429 4,422 4,447 25 18

Natural Resources & Mining 7 7 7 0 0

Construction 171 173 172 -1 2

Manufacturing 633 607 627 20 -6

Transportation Equipment 195 171 190 19 -5

Trade, Transportation & Utilities 796 795 793 -3 -4

Retail Trade 471 467 465 -3 -6

Information 56 58 58 0 2

Financial Activities 220 225 225 0 5

Professional & Business Services 661 658 665 7 3

Education & Health Services 676 671 673 2 -3

Leisure & Hospitality Services 437 447 446 -2 9

Other Services 166 168 170 2 4

Government 606 613 612 0 6

*Final data for October 2019

** Preliminary data for November 2019

*** Change calculated using unrounded data

November October November

2018 2019 2019 MONTH YEAR

Average Weekly Earnings $933.66 $946.57 $945.61 -$0.96 $11.95

Average Weekly Hours 43.3 42.3 41.9 -0.4 -1.4

Average Weekly Earnings $1,229.21 $1,218.52 $1,214.41 -$4.11 -$14.80

Average Weekly Hours 48.6 46.3 46.6 0.3 -2.0

CHANGE***

Payroll Employment Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted

(Data in Thousands)

Transportation Equipment

Hours & Earnings for Production Workers

Seasonally Adjusted

Manufacturing

CHANGE


