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Michigan’s unemployment rate down slightly in December 

Payroll jobs up for ninth consecutive year 

 
LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate inched down by a 

tenth of a percentage point to 3.9 percent in December, according to data released today 

by the Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget. Total employment 

advanced by 6,000 over the month, while unemployment fell by the same number, 

resulting in no change in the state’s workforce total over the month.  

 

The Michigan jobless rate in December was a tenth of a percentage point below the 

December 2018 rate of 4.0 percent. The U.S. jobless rate fell by four-tenths of a 

percentage point during the same period. Michigan’s December unemployment rate was 

four-tenths above the national rate of 3.5 percent.  

 

“Michigan’s labor market was steady in 2019,” said Jason Palmer, director of the Bureau 

of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives. “The state’s annual jobless rate 

moved down for the 10th straight year, while payroll employment rose for the ninth 

consecutive year.”  

 

Monthly labor force trends and highlights 

• Total employment rose for the third consecutive month in December. Employment 

was at its highest level since October 2001.  

• The number of unemployed residents fell by 6,000 over the month, or 3.0 percent, a 

larger decline than the 1.0 percent reduction in the U.S.  

• Michigan’s fourth quarter 2019 employment level expanded by 8,000.  

• Between the third and fourth quarter of 2019, the state’s unemployment rate fell by 

two-tenths of a percentage point to 4.0 percent.  

 

 

 

(more) 
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MICHIGAN 

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 December 

2018 

November 

2019 

December 

2019 

 

Change 

    Month Year 

Civilian Labor Force 4,903 4,956 4,956 0 53 

Employment 4,707 4,759 4,765 6 58 

Unemployment 196 197 191 -6 -5 

Rate (Percent) 4.0 4.0 3.9 xxx xxx 

 

Michigan’s 2019 preliminary annual average labor force data 

Michigan’s preliminary annual average unemployment rate in 2019 was 4.0 percent, a rate 

three-tenths of a percentage point higher than the national annual rate of 3.7 percent. 

Total employment in Michigan averaged 4,754,000 in 2019, while total unemployment 

averaged 200,000. The state’s annual workforce level was 4,953,000 in 2019.  

Annual average trends and highlights 

• Michigan’s preliminary 2019 annual average unemployment rate edged down by a 

tenth of a percentage point over the year.  

• 2019 marked the 10th consecutive year of annual jobless rate reductions in 

Michigan. The state’s rate fell by 9.7 percentage points since the height of the 

recession in 2009, with an annual average rate of 13.7 percent.  

• Michigan’s 2019 annual jobless rate was the lowest recorded since the year 2000, 

with a jobless rate of 3.6 percent.  

• Annual average employment in the state rose by 55,000, or 1.2 percent, over the 

year, while the state’s annual average number of unemployed decreased slightly by 

3,000, or 1.5 percent.  

• Michigan’s annual average workforce total in 2019 of 4,953,000 was the highest 

level seen in the state since 2007 (5,011,000).  
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Detroit Metropolitan Area’s December jobless rate declines 

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA’s) seasonally adjusted 

jobless rate edged down by a tenth of a percentage point over the month to 3.9 percent in 

December. Employment in the Detroit region advanced by 4,000, while the number of 

unemployed dipped by 2,000, resulting in a net workforce gain of 2,000 over the month. 

The region’s December workforce level of 2,165,000 was the region’s highest total since 

March 2007.  

Since December 2018, the Detroit MSA jobless rate was down slightly by a tenth of a 

percentage point. The region’s labor force advanced by 33,000, or 1.5 percent, over the 

year due to a total employment increase of 34,000 and a minor unemployment decline of 

1,000.  

 

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA 

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 December 

2018 

November 

2019 

December 

2019 

 

Change 

    Month Year 

Civilian Labor Force 2,132 2,163 2,165 2 33 

Employment 2,046 2,076 2,080 4 34 

Unemployment 86 87 85 -2 -1 

Rate (Percent) 4.0 4.0 3.9 xxx xxx 

 

 

Detroit MSA 2019 preliminary annual average labor force trends and highlights 

 

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA’s preliminary annual average jobless rate in 2019 

was 4.2 percent, slightly above the 2019 annual Michigan rate. Average employment in 

the Detroit region was 2,069,000 during 2019, and the number of unemployed was 

91,000.   
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December payroll jobs up, annual jobs advance for ninth consecutive year 

According to the monthly survey of employers, seasonally adjusted Michigan payroll jobs 

rose by 5,000 in December to 4,452,000. Most industries recorded minor job gains or were 

stable. The largest over-the-month industry movements were seen in trade, transportation 

and utilities (+4,000) and professional and business services (-3,000).  

Industry employment trends and highlights  

• In 2019, Michigan payroll jobs advanced in seven of the 12 months. 

• For the second consecutive month, Michigan’s manufacturing industry added jobs, 

rising by 2,000 in December. 

• Construction recorded the largest over-the-year percentage job decline, edging down 

by one percent since December 2018.  

• Average weekly earnings in transportation equipment manufacturing increased both 

over the month and over the year.  

• Michigan recorded payroll job gains for the ninth consecutive year in 2019.  

 

 (more) 
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    MICHIGAN

December November* December**

2018 2019 2019 MONTH YEAR

Total Nonfarm Payroll Jobs 4,432 4,447 4,452 5 20

Natural Resources & Mining 7 7 7 0 0

Construction 175 173 173 0 -2

Manufacturing 634 627 629 2 -5

Transportation Equipment 196 189 190 0 -6

Trade, Transportation & Utilities 794 794 798 4 3

Retail Trade 468 466 467 1 -2

Information 56 58 57 0 2

Financial Activities 220 225 226 1 6

Professional & Business Services 662 663 660 -3 -2

Education & Health Services 677 672 673 1 -4

Leisure & Hospitality Services 435 445 445 0 11

Other Services 167 170 168 -1 2

Government 606 613 614 1 9

*Final data for November 2019

** Preliminary data for December 2019

*** Change calculated using unrounded data

December November December

2018 2019 2019 MONTH YEAR

Average Weekly Earnings $929.34 $952.37 $959.38 $7.01 $30.04

Average Weekly Hours 43.2 42.2 43.5 1.3 0.3

Average Weekly Earnings $1,210.24 $1,224.84 $1,257.45 $32.61 $47.21

Average Weekly Hours 48.1 47.0 47.7 0.7 -0.4

CHANGE***

Payroll Employment Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted

(Data in Thousands)

Transportation Equipment

Hours & Earnings for Production Workers

Seasonally Adjusted

Manufacturing

CHANGE


